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DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGES
ONE DAY SEMINAR ON 20/01/2026
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The faculty and students of the Department of Languages, Mercy College, Palakkad, participated in a one-
day literary seminar commemorating the 325th anniversary of the arrival of Arnos Padiri in Kerala on

16 February 2026 at St. Thomas College, Thrissur. The participation was organized as part of
the academic initiatives of the Arnos Padiri Chair at Mercy College, which is dedicated to
studying and promoting the linguistic, literary, and cultural contributions of the scholar-
priest.The seminar was a collaborative initiative organized by the Velur Arnos Padiri
Academy, the Kerala Sahitya Akademi, and St. Thomas College. The programme aimed to
engage scholars, faculty members, and students in critical discussions on the historical and
literary contributions of Arnos Padiri, while also situating his works within contemporary
literary and cultural studies.As part of the academic engagement, the participants attended
various thematic sessions that explored the enduring legacy of Arnos Padiri,. The sessions
also included discussions on the Bhakti movement, the role of literature in shaping social
consciousness, and the relevance of historical literary figures in contemporary academic
discourse. These sessions provided valuable exposure to current approaches in literary
criticism and research.The participation in the seminar provided an enriching academic
experience for both faculty members and students, enabling meaningful interaction with
scholars and academicians. It also offered new perspectives on the literary and historical
significance of Arnos Padiri and contributed to strengthening research interests in
Malayalam literature.

Objectives of the Programme

To understand the historical, linguistic, and cultural contributions of Arnos Padiri.

To critically examine the relevance of his works in contemporary Malayalam literary and
cultural studies.

To provide academic exposure to students and faculty through participation in scholarly
discussions and seminars. -

To encourage research and interdisciplinary approaches in the study of history, literature,

and culture.
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